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Municipal  Offices 
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RYDE,  I.VV. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
Ryde  Borough  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  for  the  year  1964,  in 
accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health, 
having  special  regard  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/65. 

The  statistics  here  presented  to  you  indicate  that  the 
health  of  the  borough  in  1964  compared  favourably  with  the 
country  as  a  whole.  The  death  rate  and  infant  mortality 
rate  were  both  lower  than  for  England  and  Wales.  There 
were  no  maternal  deaths  and  only  one  death  from  tuberculosis. 

The  birth  rate  (18.3%)  was  higher  than  for  the  previous 
year  (15.2%).  Of  the  272  births  recorded  41  of  these  were 
illegitimate  and  the  illegitimacy  rate  (13.1%)  was  the  highest 
on  record  for  the  borough.  The  increase  in  this  rate  which 
now  occurs  from  year  to  year,  is  clearly  indicated  in  the 
following  table: — 

1958  1959  1960  1961  1962  1963  1964 

6.0%  6.6%  6.8%  7.1%  7.5%  11.8%  13.1% 

This  is  a  matter  which  is  causing  concern  not  only  in  Ryde 
but  in  other  parts  of  the  country  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  More  sex  education  is  recommended  by  many  experts, 
yet  there  is  surely  no  greater  lack  of  knowledge  on  this  subject 
today  than  there  was  say  ten  years  ago.  More  readily  avail¬ 
able  advice  on  contraception  has  been  another  suggestion, 
but  it  is  an  idea  which  horrifies  most  parents. 

Infectious  diseases  did  not  present  any  problem  during 
the  year.  It  is,  however,  known  that  a  number  of  cases  of 
German  measles  occurred.  This  is  probably  the  mildest  of 
infectious  diseases  but  in  certain  circumstances  it  can  have 
disa.strous  consequences.  There  are  still  far  too  many  people 
who  do  not  realise  that  if  a  woman  contracts  this  disease  during 
the  first  three  months  of  pregnancy,  the  baby  may  suffer  from 
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serious  disabilities  such  as  deafness,  an  abnormal  heart  and 
serious  eye  defects.  It  is  important  therefore,  that  women  in 
early  pregnancy,  especially  those  who  have  not  had  this 
disease,  should  avoid  contact  with  anyone  who  has  it.  If 
they  are  unfortunate  enough  to  run  the  risk  of  infection  they 
should  inform  their  doctor  immediately. 

Thirty-six  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  These 
were  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  which  were  investigated 
and  all  were  very  mild  infections.  In  no  incident  was  there 
any  evidence  that  the  cause  was  faulty  hygiene  in  shops  or 
other  food  handling  establishments.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  this  was  a  particularly  hot  summer  and  it  is  surprising 
that  there  were  not  more  cases.  We  are,  however,  fortunate 
in  the  fact  that  most  food  handlers  are  co-operating  with  the 
Health  Department  to  see  that  a  high  standard  of  food  hygiene 
is  maintained.  To  ensure  that  only  clean  food  is  available  is 
one  of  the  most  important  tasks  of  the  department  but  more 
co-operation  from  the  members  of  the  public  is  necessary, 
who  should  refuse  to  patronise  any  establishment  where 
hygiene  is  in  any  way  at  fault. 

At  the  request  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee 
all  hospital  kitchens  were  inspected  during  the  year.  In  each 
instance  a  satisfactory  report  resulted  but  we  were  able  to 
make  a  few  recommendations  to  improve  conditions  still 
further.  This  assistance  was  appreciated  and  I  have  been 
asked  to  arrange  inspections  at  least  once  a  year  in  future. 
It  is  hoped  that  hoteliers  and  restaurateurs  will  follow  the 
example  of  the  hospital  service  and  also  make  regular  use  of 
the  advisory  services  of  the  Health  Department  in  matters  of 
this  nature. 

In  a  seaside  resort  the  disposal  of  sewage  direct  into  the 
sea  is  at  times  criticised.  During  the  year  I  was  questioned  on 
several  occasions  by  people  who  were  concerned  by  the  fact 
that  this  method  is  still  in  use  in  Ryde.  There  is,  however,  no 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  community  and  to  adopt  a  more 
aesthetically  acceptable  method  would  involve  the  ratepayers 
in  considerable  and  in  my  opinion  unjustifiable  expense. 

While  I  am  not  unduly  concerned  about  sewage  passing 
into  the  sea  I  am,  however,  disturbed  by  the  contamination  of 
promenades,  pavements  and  footpaths  by  dogs,  which  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  a  potential  danger  to  health.  As  I  said  in  my 
last  report,  dog  owners  should  co-operate  in  reducing  this 
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nuisance.  Public  indignation  is  being  aroused  and  sooner 
or  later  some  sort  of  restriction  may  have  to  be  imposed. 

One  of  the  important  events  of  the  year  was  the  opening 
of  “Treefields",  Binstead  Road,  Ryde,  which  provides  special 
accommodation  for  the  elderly.  In  a  town  such  as  this,  which 
is  favoured  for  retirement,  the  health  of  elderly  people  living 
on  their  own  causes  constant  concern.  “Treefields"  is  a  major 
contribution  to  the  alleviation  of  this  problem.  I  am  also 
fortunate  in  having  the  invaluable  co-operation  of  the  Chief 
Social  Welfare  Officer,  Mr.  E.  G.  Bowley,  and  I  should  like  to 
place  on  record  my  special  appreciation  of  the  willing  and 
capable  service  he  and  members  of  his  staff  have  rendered  in 
dealing  with  the  health  and  welfare  of  senior  citizens  in  the 
borough. 

The  report  concerns  my  first  complete  year  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  good  relationships  existing 
between  councillors  and  officials  on  the  one  hand  and  between 
the  officers  of  different  departments  on  the  other  has  made  my 
task  a  happy  one.  The  loyalty  and  support  of  the  staff  of  the 
department  has  been  greatly  appreciated  and  in  particular 
my  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Stanley  Dunmore  your  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector. 


Yours  faithfully, 

D.  W.  QUANTRILL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS 

(1)  GENERAIv 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,876 

No.  of  inhabited  dwellings  according  to  rate 

books  (as  at  31/3/64)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,593 

Rateable  value  (as  at  1/4/64)  ...  ...  £723,430 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1963/64)  ...  £2,913 

Rainfall  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26.18  inches 

Sunshine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,647.3  hours 

(2)  VITAE 

Population  (Registrar's  Figure)  ...  ...  20,350 

Births  M.  F. 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births  147  125  ...  272 

No.  of  live  illegitimate  births  21  20  ...  41 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.4 

Comparative  factor  (births)  ...  ...  ...  1.19 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  18.3 

Five  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  18.4 

T otal  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

M.  F. 

No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths  3  4  ...  7 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths  —  —  ...  — 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  21.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.1 

Deaths  M.  F. 

Total  number  of  deaths  139  161  ...  300 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.7 

Comparative  factor  (deaths)  ...  ...  ...  0.74 

Comparative  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  10.9 

Death  rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  11.3 

No.  of  deaths  of  legitimate  M.  F. 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  4  —  ...  4 

No.  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  —  1  ...  1 

Death  rate  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  15.9 

Death  rate  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.7 

Death  rate  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  24,4 


Statistics — Continued 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  ... 
Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  births 
Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  ... 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  and  still 
births 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Cause  Male 

20.0 

12.8 

12.8 

34.4 

Nil 

Nil 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

(2) 

— 

(1) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Diphtheria 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Measles  ... 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

(4) 

— 

(4) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

(14) 

3 

(-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

(-) 

3 

(10) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

— 

(-) 

3 

(1) 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  ... 

15 

(14) 

12 

(15) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Diabetes 

— 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

24 

(18) 

25 

(28) 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

34 

(33) 

23 

(16) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

(4) 

3 

(3) 

Other  heart  disease 

17 

(20) 

39 

(30) 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

(7) 

8 

(2) 

Influenza 

— 

(-) 

• — 

(-) 

Pneumonia 

8 

(8) 

14 

(8) 

Bronchitis 

5 

(9) 

1 

(6) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

(2) 

— 

(1) 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

(-) 

— 

(3) 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

(2) 

— 

(-) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

G 


Causes  of  Death — Continued. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

8 

(9) 

16 

(17) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

(2) 

1 

(-) 

All  other  accidents 

2 

(4) 

4 

(2) 

Suicide  ... 

— 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

All  Causes  .  139  (160)  161  (155) 


N.B. — Figures  for  1963  are  entered  in  brackets. 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  I  nfection . . . 

1 

1 

— 

Meningitis  (Unspecified)... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

Acute  Encephalitis  (In- 

'  ■ 

■  ' 

fective)  ... 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Measles 

24 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 
Ophthalmia 

17 

1 

— 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

36 

— 

— 

Malaria 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

■ 

(Paralytic) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

■ 

“  ' 

(Non-Paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis 

5 

4 

1 

(Meninges  &  C.N.S.) 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

— 

— 

Totals 

90 

7 

1 

Age  at  Date  of  Notification 
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CO 
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I 
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1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

(p9qi09dsufq) 
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1 

uoi;o9;ui 
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CN 
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I 
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1 
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1 

J9A93  ;9[JB0S 

Totals  !  6 

(U 

UO 

< 

Under  1 

1  and  under  2 

2  ,,  3 

3  ,,  4 

4  „  5 

5  ,,  10 

10  ,,  15 

15  ,,  20 

20  35 

35  „  45 

45  „  55 

55  ,,  65 

65  and  over 
Unknown 
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Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

Total  number  of  outbreaks  ...  ...  ...  ...  b 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Infectious  and  Other  Diseases  Return  from 
Head  Teachers  of  Schools 
Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  64 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

German  Measles  ...  ...  16 

Impetigo 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tonsillitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  — 
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Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Acts,  1944 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1964  ...  ...  47 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B.  positive  ...  Nil 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus  was 
isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Tuberculosis,  1964 


AGE 

PERIODS 

Totals 

New  Cases 

Totals 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

and  under 

1 

1 

> 

5 

— 

5 

10 

10 

15 

15 

20 

20 

25 

- — - 

— ■ 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

35 

2 

1 

1 

— 

35 

45 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 

65 

1 

1 

65 

75 

3 

3 

75  and  over 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

... 

♦10 

7 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

*This  total  includes  5  transfers  from  the  Mainland. 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  period  1954-1964. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulm. 

Non. -Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non. -Pulm. 

Total 

1954 

...  16 

2 

18 

3 

— 

3 

1955 

...  4 

5 

9 

— 

1 

1 

1956 

...  6 

2 

8 

2 

— 

2 

1957 

...  15 

1 

16 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1958 

...  11 

1 

12 

2 

— 

2 

1959 

...  12 

3 

15 

1 

■ — 

1 

1960 

...  17 

— 

17 

2 

— 

2 

1961 

...  9 

— 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1962 

...  11 

1 

12 

1 

— 

1 

1963 

...  8 

2 

10 

3 

— 

3 

1964 

...  10 

— 

10 

1 

— 

1 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 


Name  of  Clinic 
Ryde 

Binstead 
St.  Helens 

Seaview 


Place  where  held 
Well  Street 

The  Institute 

Lower  Green  Methodist  Sun¬ 
day  School 

Methodist  Sunday  School 


How  often  held 
Every  Wednesday  and 
^Friday  2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 
Every  Tuesday,  2.30  p.m. 
First  Thursday,  2.30  p.m. 

First  Monday,  2.30  p.m. 


Doctor  in  attendance 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
Year  1964,  for  the  Borough  of  Ryde,  in  the  County  of  the 

Isle  of  Wight. 


Part  I  of  the  Act 

1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number  _ 


Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

nonces 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

9 

9 

(ii)  F^'actories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

116 

38 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

125 

47 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  fotmd 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

jrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) . 

- 

-- 

- 

■■  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ... 

_ 

-  . 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

{S.7) . 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

„ 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  ... 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

3 

1 

— 

1 

- — ■ 

12 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Ryde  Borough  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  fifteenth  Annual  Report, 
permission  having  been  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  do  so  as  a  separate  part  of  his  Report. 

My  Report  follows  the  layout  used  in  previous  years, 
being  divided  into  four  sections.  Where  figures  appear  in 
brackets  they  refer  to  the  previous  year. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
other  Chief  Officers  and  their  staffs  for  their  help  and  co¬ 
operation  during  the  year  under  review.  I  wish  to  express 
my  particular  and  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Health  Department,  who  carry  out  the  Departmental  duties, 
namely: — my  Assistant,  Mr.  Jordan,  now  enjoying  good 
health,  who  has  got  through  a  heavy  year’s  work  most  success¬ 
fully;  Miss  Boyce,  under  increasing  pressure  of  office  work, 
who  has  just  managed  to  keep  pace;  Mr.  Goble,  the  Rodent 
Operator,  who  has  effectively  coped  with  his  duties,  and  Mr. 
Rugman,  who  was  appointed  to  the  staff  on  the  1st  September, 
for  a  temporary  period,  to  put  into  operation  the  duties  of  the 
Local  Authority  under  the  Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises 
Act,  and  who  is  proving  a  valuable  officer  for  this  work. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

STANLEY  DUNMORE 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
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Section  I — Sanitary  Circumstances 

Complaints 

260  (247)  general  complaints  were  received  and  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  This  figure  does  not  include  com¬ 
plaints  concerning  rodent  infestations. 

Water  Supply 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  weather  of  1963  was  generally 
good,  the  summer  being  particularly  so,  when  the  demands 
for  water  were  very  heavy.  However,  an  adequate  supply  of 
pure,  wholesome  water  was  maintained  throughout  the  year 
by  the  I.W.  River  &  Water  Authority.  The  bulk  of  the 
water  came  from  the  Knighton  and  Ashey  waterworks, 
supplemented  by  supplies  to  the  eastern  areas  of  the  Borough 
from  the  Sandown  waterworks  when  necessary. 

Routine  sampling  of  the  supply  to  the  area  was  carried 
out  by  the  Water  Authority’s  Inspectors,  and  139  samples 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination — 138  were 
satisfactor}^  and  1  suspicious.  Modern  clorination  equip¬ 
ment  is  installed  at  the  sources  serving  the  Borough. 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  be  plumbo-solvent. 

No  contamination  of  supplies  has  occurred. 

There  are  approximately  7,477  inhabited  dwellings  in  the 
Borough,  with  a  population  of  20,350.  All  houses  are  con¬ 
nected  direct  to  the  mains  supplies,  and  no  wells  or  stand¬ 
pipes  are  in  use. 

Mains  water  is  supplied  to: — 

Domestic  Premises 
Commercial  Premises  ... 

Industrial  Undertakings 
Other  Undertakings 

Entertainment  and  Recreational  Premises 
Education  and  Cultural  Premises 
Crown  Premises 
Miscellaneous  ... 

8,650 


7,216 

1,096 

32 

8 

55 

25 

22 

196 
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Reports  of  clieniical  analyses  of  the  three  sources  are  as 
follows: — 


Knighton  Chalk 

Sandown  Pumping 

Source  of  Sample 

Well 

As  hey  Well 

Station 

Date  taken 

6.2.64 

6.2.64 

20.1.64 

Appearance 

Clear  and  bright 

Clear  and  bright 

Clear  and  bright 

(hazen  less 

(hazen  less 

than  5) 

than  5) 

Odour 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Taste 

Normal 

Normal 

Normal 

Reaction 

pH  7.4 

pH  7.3 

pH  7.1 

Parts  per 

Farts  per 

Parts  per 

million 

million 

million 

Total  solid  residue 

dried  at 

180°C. 

•  •  •  •  •  < 

290 

290 

260 

Suspended  Solids 

...  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.01 

0.01 

0.11 

Albuminoid  Nitroge 

n 

0.01 

0.01 

0.06 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

...  ... 

1.4 

2.1 

4.1 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

...  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Chlorine  present  as 

Chloride 

30 

28 

40 

Oxygen  absorbed,  4  hours  at 

27°C. 

...  ... 

0.10 

0.20 

0.35 

Hardness 

Carbonate  (Temporary) 

190 

184 

82 

Non-Carbonate  (Permanent) 

38 

48 

78 

Total 

...  ... 

228 

232 

160 

Metals — Lead,  Copper,  Zinc, 

Iron 

...  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Residual  Chlorine 

...  ... 

Less  than  0.02  Less  than  0.02  0.15 

Fluorine 

...  ... 

Less  than  0. 1  Less  than  0. ! 

Less  than  0.1 

Drainage  Matters 

The  bulk  of  the  Borough’s  foul  drainage,  and  much  of  its 
surface  water,  is  discharged,  untreated,  through  long  outfalls, 
well  beyond  low-water  mark,  into  the  strong  currents  of  the 
Solent  flowing  eastwards  into  the  open  sea.  However,  con¬ 
siderable  work  has  now  been  done  to  reduce  the  surface  water 
load  on  the  sewers  by  the  construction  of  new  surface  wager 
sewers,  especially  in  districts  where  such  overloading  has  given 
rise  to  flooding  in  storm  conditions.  The  purification  works 
serving  the  Havenstreet  and  St.  Helens  districts  have  dealt 
satisfactorily  with  the  sewage  there. 

In  my  Reports  for  several  years  past  1  have  commented 
upon  plans  to  sewer  the  Kitehill,  Elenors  Grove  and  Fish- 
bourne  area,  where,  in  my  opinion,  such  a  proposal  is  urgently 
necessary  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  recent  years  there  has 
been  considerable  development  there.  The  scheme  envisaged. 
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and  now  in  a  revised  planning  stage,  includes  a  treatment 
works  and  sewers,  and  it  is  also  intended  to  connect  the 
existing  sewer  which  serves  the  lower  section  of  Fishbourne 
Lane,  and  which  at  present  discharges  untreated  sewage  at  the 
mouth  of  Fishbourne  Creek — a  further  step  in  the  Councihs 
long-term  plan  to  discontinue  discharging  sewage  into  the  sea. 

There  are  a  number  of  small  groups  and  individual  houses 
within  the  Borough  which  have  no  main  drainage  and  are 
served  by  septic  tanks  or  cesspools — most  of  these  are  in 
semi-rural  districts,  and  at  present  are  satisfactory,  so  long 
as  additional  development  in  their  vicinity  does  not  take  place. 
However,  I  do  consider  that  consideration  should  be  given  to 
sewering  the  properties  in  Corbett  Road  and  the  western  end 
of  Playstreet  Lane  at  an  early  date. 

The  Council’s  mechanical  emptier,  having  done  yeoman 
service  for  many  years,  has  been  replaced  with  a  new  one  to 
deal  with  the  septic  tanks  and  cesspools  in  the  Borough  and 
to  assist  neighbouring  authorities  when  requested. 

Alterations  or  new  drainage  works  relative  to  existing 
buildings  are  supervised  by  myself  or  Mr.  Jordan.  54  such 
works  have  been  supervised,  including  17  which  necessitated 
action  under  Section  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Public  Cleansing 

This  service  is  operated  by  the  Borough  Surveyor.  All 
districts  in  the  Borough  receive  at  least  a  once-weekly  collec¬ 
tion,  and  a  trade  refuse  collection  service  is  also  provided. 

An  estimated  total  of  12,600  tons  of  refuse  was  collected 
and  dumped  at  the  Council’s  tip  at  Nettlestone.  Because  this 
tip  has  only  a  limited  “life”  left,  the  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  has  continued  investigation  into  alternative  methods 
of  disposing  of  the  Borough’s  refuse,  including  incineration, 
composition,  or  alternative  dumping  sites.  The  latter  are 
near  impossible  to  find  within  the  Borough,  and  meetings 
have  taken  place  between  Officers  of  adjoining  authorities  to 
ascertain  whether  a  centralised  centre,  if  available,  would 
be  a  leasable  solution.  The  Committee  have  also  shown 
continued  interest  in  paper  bag  storage  in  place  of  dustbins, 
and  1  would  welcome  a  move  in  this  direction,  especially  at 
the  hotels  which  have  difficulty  in  providing  adequate  bin 
storage  during  the  holiday  season. 

The  problem  of  the  collection  of  trade  refuse  from  the 
main  shopping  streets  has  also  occupied  the  Committee’s 
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attention — the  praetiee  has  been  to  eonimenee  colleetion  at 
about  9  a. in.,  when  the  business  premises  opened,  but,  because 
of  increasing  traffic  problems,  collection  had  become  slow  and 
difficult.  It  was  finally  decided  that  the  only  solution  was  to 
commence  collection  at  7.30  a.m.,  and  so  get  through  the  town 
before  much  traffic  gets  on  the  streets. 

The  Council’s  fleet  of  vehicles  required  to  collect  the 
domestic  and  trade  refuse  comprises  one  continuous  loader, 
three  compressor-type  vehicles,  and  two  side  loaders. 

The  tip  has  received  regular  checks  by  the  Rodent 
Operative,  and,  during  the  summer,  exposed  surfaces  of  refuse 
received  regular  spraying  with  suitable  insecticides. 

The  amount  received  from  salvaged  paper  and  cardboard 
amounted  to  £387,  and,  in  addition,  £185  was  obtained  for 
salvaged  rags  and  metals.  A  salvage  incentive  scheme  for  the 
Council’s  collectors  is  in  operation. 

Verminous  Premises 

Disinfestations  were  carried  out  at  41  premises,  including 
hospital  premises.  In  most  instances  the  infestations  were 
minor  and  were  readily  eliminated.  No  bug  infestations 
occurred  during  the  year:  there  were  18  cockroach,  11  flea, 
5  ant  and  4  fly  infestations  dealt  with:  the  few  remainder 
were  various — woodlice,  crickets  and  mosquitos.  20  wasps’ 
nests  and  2  bees’  nests  were  destroyed  during  the  summer  and 
autumn. 

Rodent  Control 

The  rodent  (rats  and  mice)  destruction  service  has  again 
been  very  satisfactorily  operated  by  Mr.  Goble,  who  is  com¬ 
pletely  familiar  with  the  Borough  and  the  problems  which 
arise  in  relation  to  his  work.  It  was  found  necessary  during 
the  year  to  replace  the  operator’s  old  van  with  a  new  mini- van. 
73  business  premises  have  signed  annual  rodent  service  con¬ 
tracts  which  produced  £384.  The  Public  Health  Committee 
deliberated  whether  to  make  a  charge  for  services  in  domestic 
premises,  but  decided  not  to  do  so. 

During  the  year,  463  complaints  were  received,  and 
2,620  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  treatments  and 
routine  inspections. 
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Details  are  set  out  as  follows: — 


Council 

Properties 

Dwellinghouses 
{including  Council 
Houses) 

Agricultural 

Premises 

All  other  premises 
{including 
Business 
Premises) 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

39 

16 

2 

526 

315 

70 

38 

23 

5 

184 

37 

35 

Also  a  10%  baiting  of  sewer  manholes  was  undertaken, 
and,  of  the  51  manholes  baited,  subsequent  examination 
revealed  that  rats  were  present  in  onty  three  of  these.  Two 
maintenance  treatments  of  the  infested  manholes  and  those 
adjacent  to  them  resulted  in  the  infestation  being  eliminated. 

Mr.  Goble  also  submitted  the  following  observations  on 
matters  of  interest  relating  to  his  year’s  work: — 

As  a  result  of  frequent  inspections  and  regular  super¬ 
vision,  the  presence  of  rats  in  the  business  area  of  the  town 
was  now  a  rare  occurrence,  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  continuing 
these  inspections  this  condition  will  be  maintained. 

Complaints,  however,  continued  to  be  received  from 
residential  areas  and  from  the  outlying  villages,  also  from 
areas  where  land  clearance  precedes  building  operations. 
In  this  connection,  several  cases  involving  rats  in  new  houses 
were  dealt  with,  and  faults  were  remedied  by  the  builders. 
Two  reports  were  received  of  live  rats  appearing  in  dwelling- 
houses  and  these  were  destroyed  manually. 

In  addition  to  routine  treatments  at  the  Refuse  Tip  and 
Sewerage  Works,  regular  inspections  were  made  of  all  hospital 
properties  and  of  certain  schools  where  kitchens  are  estab¬ 
lished  and  school  meals  prepared. 

Although  a  resistance  to  or  immunity  from  the  most 
useful  poison  has  arisen  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  no  such 
effects  have,  as  yet,  been  observed  here,  but  should  this  situa¬ 
tion  arise,  alternative  methods  of  poisoning  are  available. 

Farms  in  general  are  giving  less  trouble  than  in  past  years, 
mainly  because  of  improved  methods  of  harvesting  and 
storage  and  the  modernisation  of  farm  buildings.  Some  of 
the  older  farms  and  smallholdings,  however,  need  regular 
attention. 
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Structural  alterations  to  many  food  shops  and  catering 
establishments  have  led  to  a  remarkable  decrease  in  the 
number  of  mouse  infestations,  but  there  has  been  a  slight 
increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  from  dwellinghouses — 
this  is  not  regarded  as  significant. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  felt  that  the  regular  inspection  of  and 
immediate  attention  to  what  were  formerly  heavily  infested 
areas  has  reduced  the  rat  population  to  a  great  extent,  allow¬ 
ing  time  for  exploration  of  the  more  remote  and  inaccessible 
places  where  they  may  have  been  unnoticed  and  undisturbed 
for  many  years. 

Caravans  and  Camping 

There  were  no  extensions  in  the  caravan  and  tentage 
camping  sites  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  Two  further 
caravan  site  owners  completed  the  equipping  of  their  sites 
to  the  standard  which  enabled  them  to  apply  to  the  Council 
and  receive  permanent  licences  granted  under  the  Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960.  Four  of  the 
five  licensed  sites  in  the  Borough  now  have  permanent  licences 
and  are  very  well  operated :  the  fifth  has  continued  to  improve, 
but  still  has  some  way  to  go  before  attaining  the  required 
standard  for  a  permanent  licence.  A  very  small,  adequately 
equipped  site  with  only  three  caravans  has  obtained  a  tem¬ 
porary  planning  permission,  and  a  similar  temporary  licence 
has  been  issued  by  the  Council. 

Informal  action  resulted  in  the  removal  of  two  unlicensed 
caravans  from  their  sites. 

There  are  four  licensed  tentage  sites  in  the  Borough,  none 
of  which  is  large,  and  they  were  inadequate  to  accommodate 
the  number  of  campers  drawn  to  the  district  during  the  very 
pleasant  camping  weather  of  the  1 964  summer.  The  licensed 
sites  are  adequately  equipped.  During  the  summer  nothing 
untoward  happened  on  the  sites,  and  no  complaints  concern¬ 
ing  them  were  lodged  by  the  canq:)ers  using  them. 

There  is  also  a  well  equipped  permanent  site  at  Nettle- 
stone,  owned  and  used  by  the  Bucs.  Schools  Holidays  Asso¬ 
ciation  during  school  holidays.  In  addition,  there  are  several 
other  organisations  (Boys  Brigade,  etc.)  who  also  have  per¬ 
manent,  well  equipped  sites  which  operate  for  a  limited  holiday 
period — these,  too,  are  satisfactorily  operated. 

Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  in  the  Borough — 
there  are  two  privately-owned  pools  at  Warners’  Puckpool 
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and  St.  Clare  Camps,  and  a  covered,  heated  pool  at  the  Nodes 
Holiday  Centre,  and  the  three  have  adequate  filtration  and 
chlorination  plants,  which  are  eificiently  operated.  As  in 
past  summers,  Messrs.  Warners  again  offered  the  use  of  their 
pools  to  local  schools  and  several  other  organisations  for 
swimming  instruction. 

7  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  this  Act,  on  the  1st 
May,  it  was  apparent  to  me  that  we  should  be  unable  to 
properly  carry  out  the  requirements  of  this  Act  with  existing 
staff,  and  accordingly  a  request  was  made  to  the  Council,  and 
they  agreed  to  make  a  temporary  appointment,  of  a  year  in  the 
first  instance,  and,  on  1st  September,  Mr.  Rugman  was 
appointed  to  the  Health  Department  staff  to  carry  out  the 
duties  of  the  Act,  and  he  made  an  immediate  start.  His 
first  four  months’  work  (to  December  31st)  is  summarised  as 
follows: — 

The  number  of  premises  registered  ih  the  Borough  of 
Ryde  under  the  above  Act  for  the  year  ending  31st  December 
1964,  is  334.  The  number  of  different  kinds  registered  under 
the  Act  and  a  broad  analysis  of  persons  employed  therein  by 


workplace  are  as  follows: — 

Registration: — 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Retail  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  211 

W  arehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Catering  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  42 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ...  ...  ...  3 

334 

Persons  employed  by  workplace: — 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  622 

Retail  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  836 

Wholesale,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  455 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fuel  Depots  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


2019 

Of  this  total  725  are  males 
1294  are  females 
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About  (30%  of  the  premises  were  registered  voluntarily 
between  1st  May  and  1st  September  1964.  For  the  remainder 
it  was  necessary  to  visit  and  interview  the  persons  concerned 
to  give  advice  in  regard  to  the  completion  of  the  registration 
forms.  In  some  cases  the  information  given  was  inadequate 
or  incorrect.  The  number  of  visits  made  in  this  regard  was 
215. 

Once  the  registrations  were  completed,  it  was  necessary 
to  establish  a  complete  record  and  filing  system.  To  this 
end  the  Kalamazoo  system  was  adopted,  and  has  proved  very 
satisfactory. 

A  general  inspection  of  premises  was  commenced  in 
December,  to  assess  the  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  in  general.  The  total  number  of  visits  made  in  this 
regard  was  41.  Many  premises  fall  short  of  the  requirements 
of  the  Act.  In  those  cases  where  they  have  not  been  fully 
met,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  further  visits  to  ensure 
that  they  have  been  brought  up  to  standard  or  that  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  do  so  without  undue  delay. 

The  salient  shortcomings  have  been  in  regard  to  no 
running  hot  water,  no  thermometer,  inadequate  lighting  in 
toilets,  and,  in  some  cases,  both  W.C.'s  and  washing  facilities 
badly  maintained  and  not  up  to  standard.  In  some  premises, 
such  as  butchers',  no  heating  at  all  had  been  provided,  but 
they  are  making  every  endeavour  to  bring  this  within  the 
requirement  of  the  Act.  A  few  premises  will  be  required  to 
provide  additional  facilities,  such  as  washing  facilities  and 
sanitary  conveniences,  in  accordance  with  the  schedule. 

There  have  been  no  cases  to  date  of  overcrowding,  but 
one  or  two  offices  will  be  subject  to  numerical  space  standards 
in  due  course.  In  these  cases  the  employers  have  been  fully 
aware  of  the  position,  and  will  take  steps  to  remedy  it  within 
the  prescribed  period. 

No  accidents  have  been  reported  under  the  Act.  Special 
attention  has  been  given  to  Section  16,  dealing  with  safety 
precautions  in  regard  to  floors,  passages  and  stairs,  and  to 
Section  17,  relating  to  the  guarding  of  machinery.  Most 
employers  are  well  aware  of  the  latter,  particularly  in  regard 
to  their  responsibility  relating  to  young  persons. 

A  number  of  premises  come  under  the  dual  control  of 
two  enforcing  authorities,  i.e.  The  Factory  Inspectorate 
and  the  Local  Authority.  This  will  cause  certain  problems 
in  regard  to  demarcation,  particularly  in  those  business 
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premises  where  the  factory  operations  form  only  a  small  part 
of  the  main  business.  This  was  taken  up  with  the  Factory 
Inspector,  and,  with  our  joint  effort,  most  of  these  difficulties 
will  eventually  be  solved. 

There  have  been  no  applications  for  any  exemptions 
at  present. 

Factories  Acts,  1937-59  and  1961 

There  were  125  (125)  premises  registered  as  factories 
in  the  Borough,  of  which  116  (115)  have  power  installed. 
Most  of  the  factories  are  small,  and  in  these  a  small  number  of 
employees  are  engaged.  However,  several  new  light  industry 
factories  which  have  become  established  in  the  district  are 
becoming  quite  large  employers  of  labour,  and  there  is  now 
much  more  factory  employment  available  for  both  men  and 
women  than  there  was  a  few  years  ago. 

47  inspections  were  carried  out,  at  which  3  contraventions 
were  found,  of  which  one  was  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  within 
the  Borough. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Only  one  complaint  arose  during  the  year— noisy  music 
at  a  licensed  premises — resolved  by  an  informal  approach. 

Miscellaneous  Items 

Two  items  relating  to  sanitary  conveniences  are  worthy 
of  mention: — 

The  Public  Health  Committee,  after  much  deliberation, 
decided,  despite  the  risk  of  added  encouragement  to  vandals 
to  carry  out  yet  further  damage  in  the  town’s  public  conven¬ 
iences,  to  instal  wash-hand  basins  with  cold  water  over,  and 
provide  a  free  paper  towel  service  in  all  their  public  con¬ 
veniences.  Destruction  and  mis-use  of  these  free  services 
is  anticipated,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  general  public 
will  eventually  come  to  appreciate  such  facilities  and  use 
them  for  the  purpose  intended, 
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In  my  1963  Report  I  commented  unfavourably  upon  the 
lack  of  adequate  toilet  facilities  then  available  at  the  British 
Railways  Car  Ferry  Terminal  at  Fishbourne.  I  am  glad  to 
report  that,  subsequently,  additional  W.C.'s  and  basins  were 
installed  in  the  booking  office  building,  and  the  situation  is 
now  much  improved.  I  understand,  too,  that  British  Rail¬ 
ways  intend,  within  a  reasonable  time,  to  build  a  fully 
equipped,  modern  terminal  administration  building  to  replace 
the  present  inadequate  premises. 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits 

Complaints  ... 

Public  Health  Act  ... 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Public 
Health  Act 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Builders,  etc.  . 

Work  in  Progress 

Insanitary  Houses  and  Rooms 

Verminous  Premises  or  Rooms 

National  Assistance  Act 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests  ... 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools,  etc. 

Camping  Sites,  Caravans,  Tents  and  Houseboats 
Stables,  Piggeries,  Poultry,  etc. 

Factories,  with  Power 
Factories,  without  Power 
Outworkers’  Rooms 
Shops  Act,  1950 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
Schools 

Foreshores,  Streams,  etc.  ... 

Vacant  Land  and  Dumps  ... 

Common  Yards  and  Passages 
Swimming  Pools 

Clean  Air  Act — Smoke  Nuisances 
Rodent  Infestations 
Dangerous  Structures 
Offensive  Trades 
Noise  Nuisances 
Miscellaneous  Visits 


119 

163 


192 

809 

310 

77 

25 

4 


495 

15 

75 

11 

38 

9 

1 

32 

293 


1 

7 
23 

8 
18 

1 

7 

185 
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Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Drains  and  Sec.  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

Sewers  Cleared  of  Obstructions  ...  ...  91 

Drains  and  Sec.  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

Sewers  Repaired,  Reconstructed  or  Altered  ...  53 

Inspection  Chambers  Provided  or  Repaired  ...  24 

Cesspools  Cleansed  or  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  — 

Disposal  Plants,  Installed,  Repaired  or  Cleansed  — 
Offensive,  etc..  Accumulations  Removed  ...  15 

Dirty  Premises  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Contraventions  Remedied  in  Factories,  etc.  ...  2 

Contraventions  Remedied  in  Shops  ...  ...  1 

Contraventions  Remedied  in  Camping  Sites, 

Caravans  and  Houseboats  ...  ...  ...  2 

Contraventions  Remedied  in  Stables  and  Piggeries  — 
Dangerous  Structures  Made  Safe  or  Demolished  10 

Smoke  Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  2 

Noise  Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Animals — Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  1 


Section  II — Housing 

The  Council's  housing  units  number  744  (678),  comprising 
14  four-bedroomed  houses,  427  three-bedroomed  houses,  208 
two-bedroomed  houses  and  flats,  28  one-bedroomed  flatlets, 
and  66  bed-sitting  units.  These  units  are  situated  in  varying 
sized  housing  estates,  sited  in  the  several  districts  (except 
Seaview)  which  make  up  the  Borough. 

Mr.  R.  Lugg  is  the  Council’s  Housing  Officer,  and  he 
reports  that  during  the  year  he  has  received  155  (126)  new 
applications  for  housing  units,  bringing  the  total  on  his 
register  to  292  (175  for  general  housing  and  117  for  old  people) 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  again 
been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  new  applications 
for  Council  accommodation,  which  may  be  accounted  for  to 
some  extent  by  the  Council's  resumption  of  building. 

The  year  under  review  has,  overall,  been  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  one,  in  that  the  local  building  industry  has  been  at 
full  stretch  throughout,  engaged  in  producing  Council  and 
private  housing,  some  details  of  which  may  be  of  interest. 

The  Council’s  housing  programme,  having  ceased  in 
1962,  got  under  way  again  in  1963  to  such  good  effect  that  32 
new  houses  were  completed  by  the  end  of  1964.  In  addition, 
the  Council’s  most  ambitious  and  attractive  project  to  date 
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to  provide  accommodation  for  the  elderly  was  completed  at 
“Treefields”,  comprising  34  one-bedroomed  flatlets  and  two 
bungalows.  The  flatlets,  contained  in  two  blocks,  in  pleasant 
rural  surroundings,  are  self-contained,  and  amenities  include 
under-floor  central  heating  throughout,  communal  lounge  and 
a  resident  warden. 

The  Council’s  Building  Inspector  (Mr.  R.  Bartrum) 
has  had  a  very  busy  year  in  supervising  private  building 
operations  in  progress  in  the  Borough,  as  shown  by  the  fact 
that  356  (276)  plans  were  approved  by  the  Council.  There 
has  been  a  very  sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  private  houses 
built  during  the  year,  brought  about  by  a  number  of  large 
estate  developments  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town.  147  (62) 
private  houses  were  built,  and  5  houses  were  converted  to 
provide  11  units. 

The  Advances  under  the  Council’s  S.D.A.A.  scheme  were 
also  in  much  demand,  and  these,  too,  showed  a  sharp  increase 
over  last  year,  133  (80)  such  Advances  having  been  made. 

In  addition,  35  Discretionary  Grants  and  34  (13)  Stan¬ 
dard  Grants  were  approved  by  the  Council  for  applicants 
wishing  to  bring  their  houses  up  to  a  modern  standard. 

The  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme  has  now 
reached  the  end  of  the  fourth  year,  and  progress  has  been 
maintained  with  difficulty,  being  dependent  on  houses  becom¬ 
ing  available  to  re-house  displaced  families.  A  number  of 
houses  awaiting  clearance  are  situated  in  the  area  in  Oakfleld 
which  will  eventually  be  re-developed.  The  area  envisaged 
is  a  compact  one,  and  I  hope  to  see  the  present  collection 
of  old  and  worn-out  houses  razed  and  replaced  with  an 
enlightened  and  attractive  re-development,  which  could  be 
added  to  in  due  course  to  make  Oakfleld  a  “highly  attractive 
residential  locality”. 

During  the  year.  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect 
of  one  house  and  one  basement  flat;  an  Undertaking  not  to 
re-let  was  accepted  concerning  a  cottage;  three  houses  and 
one  flat  previously  “closed”  were  made  fit  and  the  Under¬ 
takings  cancelled. 

Following  the  survey  carried  out  in  1963,  which  indi¬ 
cated  that  some  200  buildings  in  the  Borough  are  subject  to 
the  requirements  of  Section  16,  Housing  Act,  1961  (means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire),  the  Building  Inspector  and  the  County 
Fire  Officer  have  been  carrying  out  inspections  of  these  build¬ 
ings  to  assess  their  compliance. 


Action  taken  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  is 
summarised  as  follows: — 

Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  1 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ...  1 

Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  174 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  408 

Details  of  Inspections,  Visits,  etc. 

Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Public  Health 

A-Ct  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Housing 

A  p't'c  Q7 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Builders,  etc.  ...  424 

Improvement  Grants  (Standard)  ...  ...  ...  107 

Improvement  Grants  (Discretionary)  ...  ...  57 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rent  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Chimneys  and  Stacks  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ceilings  Repaired,  Renewed  or  Provided  ...  6 

Dampness  Abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Doors  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Eaves  Gutters  Repaired,  Renewed  or  Provided  10 

Fireplaces  Repaired,  Renwed  or  Provided  ...  3 

Floors  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  ...  ...  9 

Food  Stores  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Roofs  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  ...  ...  23 

Rainwater  Pipes  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  ...  6 

Sashcords  Provided  or  Repaired  ...  ...  8 

Sinks  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stairs  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Walls  (External)  Re-pointed  or  Repaired  ...  6 

Walls  (Internal)  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 
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Windows  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  ...  ...  19 

Water  Supplies  Provided  or  Repaired  ...  ...  2 

Waste  Pipes  Cleared,  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  9 

New  Bathrooms  Provided  ...  ...  ...  20 

New  W.C.’s  Provided  . ...  24 

W.C.  Compartments  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

W.C.  Pedestals  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

W.C.  Cisterns  Provided,  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  3 

Wash-hand  Basins  Provided  ...  ...  ...  20 

Hot  Water  Supplies  Provided  or  Repaired  ...  18 


Section  III — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

In  the  year  under  review,  the  330  food  premises  in  the 
Borough  have  maintained  good  standards  of  hygiene  in  their 
premises,  but  this  is  not  to  say  that  there  is  room  for  improve¬ 
ment.  There  have  been  improvements  in  the  structure 
and  layouts  of  some  good  shops,  and  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act  1963  is  causing  some  proprietors  to 
look  again  at  their  facilities  provided  for  personnel  employed. 

There  is,  of  course,  a  strong  case  for  some  form  of 
compulsory  registration  of  all  catering  premises  serving  the 
general  public.  It  is  illogical  that  any  person  without  any 
knowledge  or  experience  of  this  important  trade  can  come 
along,  take  a  premises  and  open  as  a  boarding-house,  cafe, 
coffee-bar  or  similar  business  without  any  prior  notice  to 
the  health  inspector.  To  some  extent,  adequate  action  can 
be  taken  when  plans  for  new  buildings  or  alterations  have  to 
be  submitted  (we  have  an  excellent  liaison  on  such  matters 
with  the  Council’s  Building  Inspector),  but,  on  other  occasions, 
no  alterations  take  place,  and  the  first  we  know  is  that  unsatis¬ 
factory  premises  are  in  operation,  or  about  to  be  so,  and  it 
may  prove  difficult,  because  of  the  unsuitability  of  the 
buildings  (and/or  their  operators)  to  make  them  fully  comply. 

The  general  public  remain  surprisingly  complacent  and 
uncomplaining  when  it  comes  to  many  matters  respecting 
preparing  and  eating  of  the  food  they  buy,  and  one  can  only 
assume  that  this  is  based  to  a  degree  on  the  dubious  stan¬ 
dards  they  still  accept  and  practise  at  home. 

Meat  Inspection 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  Borough — 
supplies  of  fresh  meat  come  from  Newport  and  nearby  Main¬ 
land  counties.  Two  wholesale  meat  distribution  depots  are 
established — in  Ryde  and  Binstead.  The  bulk  of  fish  sold 
locally  comes  from  the  recognised  fishing  ports.  Quality  of 
both  meat  and  fish  has  been  good. 
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The  following  quantities  of 

meat  and  tinned  and 

packaged  foods  were  condemned  as 

unfit  and  destroyed: — 

Meat  (Home  Killed) 

...  3111b. 

Meat  (Imported) 

911b. 

Rabbits 

301b. 

Bacon 

. . .  2091b. 

Cooked  Meats 

731b. 

Beefburgers  ... 

101b. 

Cheese 

501b. 

Frozen  Foods 

147  pkts.  &  2  jars 

(Refrigerator  breakdown) 

Frozen  Chipped  Potatoes  ... 

...  1,5001b. 

(Delayed  in  transit) 

Patum  Peperium 

210  small  jars 

Meat,  Milk,  Fruit,  Vegetables, 

Fish,  1,174  (1,307)  tins, 

etc. 

jars  &  bottles 

Food  Analysis 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March  1965,  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  (I.W.  County  Council)  officials  took  samples 
of  various  food  commodities,  and  submitted  them  for  analysis, 
and  the  Chief  Officer  has  supplied  the  reports  thereon,  which 
are  as  follows: — 


Article  sampled 

No.  taken 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk  (a)  ... 

129 

33 

Milk  (b) . 

25 

3 

Double  Cream  ... 

2 

— 

Ice  Cream 

6 

— 

Pork  Pie 

8 

— 

Chicken  Pie 

1 

— . 

Biscuits 

2 

— 

Milk  Bread 

4 

3 

(Deficient  in  mil 

Home  Brewed  Ale  Ingredients 

1 

— ■ 

Honey  Jelly  with  Vitamins 

1 

— 

Real  Fruit  Yoghourt  ... 

1 

— 

Margarine 

1 

— - 

Lard 

1 

— 

Madeira  Cake  ... 

0 

— 

Sultana  Cake 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

185 

39 

Milk  (a)  taken  for  heat  treatment  and/or  keeping  quality 
tests. 

Milk  (b)  taken  for  compositional  quality. 
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Milk  Supplies 

31  (31)  distributors  are  registered,  and  9  (9)  premises 
registered  as  dairies.  All  milk  sold  is  designated,  the  bulk 
of  which  is  pasteurised  and  supplied  from  a  factory  in  Newport, 
and  the  remainder  is  pasteurised  in  a  small  plant  operated  by 
a  local  dairyman.  All  sampling  is  undertaken  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16 

Premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  Section, 
and  which  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1960,  are: — 

Registered  for  the  Manufacture  of  Sausages  and/ 

or  Preserved  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage/Sale  of 

Ice-Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 
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Ice-Cream 

130  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream,  the  majority  of  which  are  shops  which  sell  only 
wrapped  ice-cream  manufactured  by  the  national  producers, 
and  supplied  from  their  distribution  depots  on  the  Island. 
There  are  two  local  manufacturers  making  ice-cream  pro¬ 
ducts  in  small,  well  equipped  factories,  who  sell  their  products 
from  their  local  shops  and  mobile  vans  which  operate  through¬ 
out  the  Island.  The  nationally  and  locally  produced  ice-cream 
products  have  been  of  satisfactory  quality  and  purity 
throughout  the  year. 

Bakehouses 

15  (15)  bakehouses  were  in  operation,  none  of  which 
is  underground.  Except  for  three  firms  who  manufacture  and 
deliver  bread,  the  bakehouses  are  small  and  attached  to  shop 
premises.  One  Company  has  commenced  building  a  very 
large  new  bread  bakery,  which  will,  when  completed,  be  fully 
automated.  The  sale  of  wrapped  bread  has  continued  on 
the  increase,  and  is  available  in  many  of  the  food  shops  in  the 
Borough. 

Licensed  Premises 

The  64  licensed  premises  in  the  Borough  received 
inspections  during  the  year,  and  a  small  number  were  required 
to  make  minor  alterations  or  improvements  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations. 
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No  complaints  concerning  the  establishments  patronised  by 
the  general  public  were  received.  Generally  speaking,  the 
operation  and  management  was  satisfactory,  and  in  some 
“houses”  it  has  been  of  exceptionally  good  standard. 

Details  of  Inspections,  Visits,  etc. 


Complaints  ... 

.  .  •  «  •  •  .  *  . 

23 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents, 

Builders,  etc.  ... 

164 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Food  and 
Drugs  Act 

26 

Butchers’  Shops 

...  .«•  ... 

36 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

...  ...  •  •  • 

8 

Greengrocers 

...  ...  •  •  » 

3 

Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops 

... 

60 

Bakehouses 

... 

16 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

...  .»•  .*• 

o 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

... 

13 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens  ... 

... 

45 

Food  Stalls  ... 

. 

7 

Food  Factories 

... 

14 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

. 

49 

Hotels 

•  •a  ...  aaa 

11 

Food  Inspection 

.  .  -  a  a  •  a  «  a 

79 

Milk  Distributors 

aaa  aaa  aaa 

2 

Food  Poisoning  Enquiries  ... 

52 

Infestations  ... 

a.  a  aaa  .at 

1 

Miscellaneous 

.a.  aaa  aaa 

24 

[ber  of  Food  Premises  in  which  Contraventions  Remedied: 

Butchers’  Shops 
Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Restaurants  and  Kitchens  ... 
Licensed  Premises  ... 

Delivery  Vehicles 
Other  Food  Premises 
Summary  of  Notices  Served  (Sections  I, 
Public  Flealth  Act  (Informal) 
Public  Health  Act  (Formal) 
Housing  Act  (Informal) 

Housing  Act  (Formal) 

Factories  Act  (Mechanical  Power) 
Factories  Act  (Non-Power) 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Shops  Act 


II  and 


111) 


1 

4 

1 

6 

7 

1 

1 

109 

2 

7 

3 

25 

1 
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Section  IV — Miscellaneous 

Duties  carried  out  in  addition  to  those  contained  in  the 
Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959,  include  the 
following: — 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936 

During  1964/65,  commencing  1st  May  1964,  39  premises 
were  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit.  (Total 
gallonage:  58,150).  In  addition  12  Petroleum  Mixtures 
Licences  were  issued.  93  visits  were  made  to  the  petroleum 
establishments  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  the  Acts 
and  Regulations  were  being  complied  with,  and  to  inspect 
any  work  in  connection  with  new  installations,  alterations  or 
repairs. 

Shops  Act — Closing  Hours 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  compliance  with 
“hours  of  closing”  by  shops  within  the  Borough,  as  required 
by  the  Shops  Act  and  several  operative  Closing  Orders  made 
by  the  Council. 

Hackney  Carriages  and  Drivers 

The  local  byelaws  governing  hackney  carriages  licensed 
to  ply  for  hire  on  the  Council’s  stands  are  administered  by 
the  Health  Department,  and  this  necessitated  61  inspections 
of  the  35  licensed  vehicles. 

46  drivers  for  these  vehicles  are  also  licensed  by  the 
Council  and  subject  to  similar  surveillance. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Four  pet  shops  are  licensed  by  the  Council,  and  these 
have  been  operated  in  accordance  with  their  conditions  of 
licence.  The  Council  required  the  proprietors  to  supply 
pamphlets  with  animals  sold,  advising  on  their  care. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  1st  January,  as  a  result 
of  which  two  establishments  (one  for  dogs  and  cats;  one  for 
cats  only)  applied  and  have  been  issued  with  licences.  Both 
are  adequately  equipped  in  accordance  with  the  required 
standards,  and  are  properly  operated. 
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Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952 
Oil  Heaters  Regulations,  1962 

Mr.  Jordan  is  the  Officer  responsible  for  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  above-mentioned  enactments,  which  require 
occasional  observation  of  shops  selling  heating  appliances. 

Lectures  and  other  Educational  Activities 

Mr.  Jordan  has  continued  to  assist  in  the  training  of 
student  nurses  of  the  I.W.  Group  Hospital  Management 
Committee  by  giving  series  of  lectures  and  demonstrations  on 
Public  Health  subjects  included  in  their  examinations 
syllabus. 

I  attended  the  Annual  Conference  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors  held  at  Portsmouth  and  Southsea  in  September, 
and  Mr.  Jordan  attended  a  Week-end  School  held  at  Oxford 
in  March,  organised  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’ 
Association. 
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